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CHAPTER XXXI
THE PRICE OF PEACE

WITH heroism the American people had won their indepen-
dence, but though no one may grudge them a whole-hearted
admiration for their courage and determination, it may be per-
mitted to those who still love, and live under, the Imperial flag
to regret that those sons of our own race should have fought
against their kith and kin and cut themselves out of that great
union of nations which forms the British Empire.

Our own sympathies go out most of all to those people in the
American colonies who throughout all this time of trouble and
bloodshed remembered with splendid loyalty all the ties of
blood and tradition which bound them to the mother-country.
They had no sympathy for a revolution which was not caused by
any tyranny justifying civil war, and thousands of them reso-
lutely refused to take up arms against their King and kinsmen.
Many of them, indeed, fought on the side of the English, and
thousands remained neutral. It has been seen that in the
early stages of the war Washington had great difficulty in keep-
ing together an efficient army, and it cannot be doubted that
this was due in some measure to the loyal Americans, who
declined to fight in an unjust cause.

Later, when various successes had inflamed the martial
passion of people whose fighting instincts are not governed by
reason or justice, these * United Empire Loyalists,' as they
were called at a later date, were certainly in a minority, and
therefore in a difficult and dangerous position. They were
persecuted by the people among whom they lived, and many of
them, unable or unwilling to hide their antagonism to the
revolutionary movement, lost their fortunes, and in some cases
lives. At the end of the war numbers of these United
Loyalists refused-to remain in a country which had
broken away from-the traditions of the race, and 40,000 ut